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JOIN TOM’S
CAMPAIGN TO
SAVE THE CORBY
URGENT CARE
CENTRE - AND
ENCOURAGE ALL
YOUR FRIENDS
TO HELP
THE POSTCARD REPRODUCED ABOVE HAS BEEN SENT TO
EVERY HOUSEHOLD IN CORBY.
IF YOU HAVE NOT
RECEIVED THIS CARD OR IF YOU LIVE ELSEWHERE IN THE
CONSTITUENCY PLEASE CONTACT THE ASSOCIATION
CHAIRMAN ON 07717 578772 AND YOU WILL BE SENT A
CARD.
LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE FROM CORBY AND
THE SURROUNDING AREA USE THE URGENT CARE CENTRE
AND IT IS VITAL THAT AS MANY AS POSSIBLE JOIN OUR
CAMPAIGN TO SAVE IT.
THE CLOSURE OF THIS CENTRE WILL AFFECT EVERYONE AND
THE ‘A&E’ AT KETTERING GENERAL HOSPITAL IS LIKELY TO BE
FLOODED BY OVER 1,000 EXTRA PATIENTS EACH MONTH !
THIS CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN FUNDED BY YOUR ASSOCIATION AS WE BELIEVE MORE
OF THESE CENTRES ARE NEEDED - NOT LESS !

Conservative Association Chairman’s Report to Members
Cllr Helen Harrison (Association Chairman)
Sep 2017

Conference season is upon
us and, as is often the way
with our Party, speculation is
rife. Is Boris Johnson trying
to destabilise the Prime
Minister and launch a
leadership bid? Should
George Osborne be allowed to attend
Conference given that he wants Theresa
May chopped up and put in his freezer?
What sort of a Brexit is the Government
aiming for? And, is the collective
responsibility of the Cabinet going to hold?
I have had journalists from The Times and
The Telegraph contact me for comment on
some of these issues. They are looking for
dissent and disharmony in Government and
at the grassroots, any attempt at a good
story! But a good story for the political
media is usually bad news for us. And, for
me, this gives the game away - most of
these portrayals of division are driven by
the media’s constant need for a sensational
headline.
So, I will head to the Conference in
Manchester on the 1st of October with the
same determination as I always do. A
determination to meet like-minded people,
to hear proud and confident expressions of
our values and ideas, to seek out people
who are taking the fight to Labour, to get a
measure of some of our up and coming
politicians who may one day be our future
leaders, and to get involved in discussion
and debate.

I hope to come back
invigorated and with a renewed
sense of purpose, ready to
resume the good fight. Because
that’s what we do. Our Party is
nothing without us, our support,
our fundraising, and our day-inday-out campaigning.
I know that our work never stops. As always,
we have big local issues to campaign on, in
particular the Save Corby Urgent Care
Centre campaign. We have delivered the
campaign postcards to the whole of Corby
Borough and the returns are flooding in.
Tom Pursglove MP has led this campaign
from the front with his usual determination
and vigour; it was vital to get on the front
foot. This was an issue that could have
become toxic for us and damaging for Tom.
I believe that our proactive campaign has
turned anger away from us and become a
huge positive for Tom who has been widely
recognised as standing up for the people of
Corby and beyond.
We have a new Deputy Chairman (Political),
Harriet Pentland, who I would like to
welcome to our Management Team and
Executive Council. Harriet has already hit
the ground running. Working together with
youth members from Wellingborough and
Kettering, she is looking to form a North
Northamptonshire Young Conservatives
group.
continued>>>
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She has tasked me with speaking to the
Communications Team at Conference about
setting up a Facebook page and other
Social Media platforms
Harriet will also be involved in the day to
day running of our grassroots campaigning
and, with the Management Team, planning
political campaigns.
Throughout my time in the Association a
recurrent concern has been about how we
attract young people to the Party. I believe
that with Harriet, 20, elected to the
Management Team, joining 17 year old

Nathan Gillies, our Youth representative on
our Executive Council we are creating the
structure for the future of Corby and East
Northants Conservatives. I am also pleased
to say that, through the Task Force
campaigning sessions, we are building up a
fantastic team of young campaigning
volunteers.
There are always challenges, but I feel
positive about the future of our Association
and of our MP. Let’s hope that those at the
top of our Party don’t go and mess it all up!
Sincerely

TOM PURSGLOVE, MP’s WEEKLY ADVICE
SURGERIES
As your local MP, Tom believes it is extremely important to be as
accessible as possible, in order to be able to best help with any
problems or concerns that constituents have. As such, unlike most
MPs, he holds weekly advice surgeries, both in Corby and in East
Northamptonshire. The venues for his surgeries are:
Corby: Corby VCS, The TA Building, Elizabeth Street, Corby, NN17 1PN
Irthlingborough: Irthlingborough Children's Centre, Scarborough St.,
Irthlingborough, NN9 5TT
Raunds: Raunds Library, High Street, Raunds, NN9 6LT
Oundle: Oundle Baptist Church, 1 St Osyth's Lane, Oundle, PE8 4BG
Thrapston: Thrapston Library, High Street, Thrapston, NN14 4JJ

Helen
To book an appointment,
please telephone 020 7219
8043, as Tom has decided to
operate his surgeries on an
appointments basis, in order
to ensure that constituents
do not have to rush through
their concerns.
This
approach also allows Tom to
provide immediate help - he
often makes a start on
casework matters prior to an
appointment, to try and
resolve concerns more
quickly, whilst it also allows
him to seek any appropriate
advice, or obtain clarification
on technical points, in
advance of the meeting.

How to get in touch with Tom
London phone number:
0207 219 8043
Write to him at Tom Pursglove MP,
House of Commons, LONDON SW1A 0AA
Follow on Twitter
@VotePursglove

Tom is also on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/VotePursglove.
You can email Tom direct at:
pursglovet@parliament.uk
Phone or email to make an appointment to see
Tom at one of his regular surgeries.

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT BECOMING A
COUNCILLOR?
Although the County elections have just ended we still
need volunteers to stand as councillors for the next
elections.

Cllr Mrs Helen Harrison, the
Chairman of the Association
asks members if they would
be interested in joining our
Fund Raising Committee
which will be headed up by
Cllr Mrs Annabel De Capell
Brooke.
We try to arrange functions
throughout the year covering
a variety of things - lunches,
dinners, etc. to raise much
needed funds to support the
Association.
If you would like to be
considered or have any ideas
then please contact our
Organising Secretary, Ann
May, at the office. Telephone
01536 200255 or email
office@cenca.co.uk
M em b ers as wel l as
supporters are invited to join
this fund-raising group. We
are not asking for help with
big functions, but do need
help with smaller functions. A
coffee morning or other
similar little events are great
ways of raising funds and
getting people together and
making new friends.

Just a thought:

It is likely that a number of Wards may become vacant
due to retirement or relocation and it is very important
that we have good members, who are able to act as
part of a team, to step in to these wards.
The Conservative Councillors Association holds regular
training sessions to keep councillors updated on
current events and they even give assistance in
learning public speaking.
It can be very rewarding to be a councillor. You will
take part in making decisions which will affect your
community as well and you can help local people with
their problems.
Numerous surveys taken over many years mean that
we have an extensive data-base of likely supporters in
all wards ready for the next election campaign.
We know that there are places where Labour have
dominated for many years but the County elections and
the General Election showed us that support is growing
for our Party - we are gradually gaining a foothold in
those hard-to-win areas.
Councillors receive remuneration to cover
expenses so you will not be out of pocket.

their

If you would like to learn more then just contact Ann at
the office and she will put you in touch with the
Management Team.
We have already had a number of names submitted
and all of these plus any further names will be
examined by the selection committee.
All will be
advised in due course of the process.

The past is a foreign country: they do things differently there.
L. P. Hartley, Author of ‘The Go-Between’,

£36BILLION FEE TO LEAVE EU IS ABSURD CLAIM MPs
7th Aug 2017
Luxembourg’s PM stated that Britain should
cough up £50billion to leave the EU.
Eurosceptic Tory MPs claim an ‘absurd’ £50bn or
even £36bn Brexit bill will struggle to get past a
Parliament vote.
BREXITEERS threatened a veto if it went to
Parliament.
Leading Tories queued up to scorn reports
ministers were looking at paying the vast sum –
including net payments of £9bn a year for up to
three years after we quit.
Conservative MP Jacob Rees-Mogg claimed we
owe the EU ‘nothing’ and
should be ‘very tough on
money’
He insisted we should
only “be paying into
schemes that we wish to
remain involved with”.
EU negotiators want to
finalise a bill with Britain
before moving on to vital
trade talks.
But Mr Rees-Mogg said: “I think it is a sign of
negotiating weakness to allow numbers to be
discussed at this point.
“To agree this amount of money at this stage
would be a bad deal. We should be very tough on
the money. It is our best negotiating card and
they need it – we’ve got it.

“We shouldn’t agree to give them any money
until they have given us substantial important
things that we want.
“It is playing the EU’s game when we have no
legal obligation to pay them anything at all.”
Tory MP Peter Bone said a Brexit fee that high
was unlikely to get
through Parliament.
He said: “One of the
prime reasons the UK
voted to leave the EU
was to stop sending
them billions of pounds
per year, so it would be
totally bizarre to give the
EU any money, let alone
£36 billion, given also
that over the years that
we have been in the EU
or its predecessor we
have given them, net,
over £200 billion.
“If there was going to be any transfer of money
then it should be from the EU to the UK.”
He added: “I think it would be very strange of
Parliament to pay billions of pounds to leave an
organisation that you have given hundreds of
billions of pounds to and got nothing in return.
"That would be a very strange decision, so I don’t
think it would happen.”
The above has been condensed from an article in The Sun newspaper.

How Members Can Help the Party
1.

Join the Patrons’ Club

2.
3.

Join the 200 Club
Support our functions

4.
5.

Stand for Council
Volunteer to help

The Patrons’ Club costs £120 p.a. for single
membership or £180 p.a. for joint
membership.
The 200 Club costs £15 per number p.a.
The monthly draw is for £30 and the
annual draw has three prizes of £200,
£100 and £50.
Full details available from the office

Corby Conservative Group Leader to Step Down
The Leader of Conservative Opposition on
Corby Borough Council has announced that he
will be stepping down in November this year.
Councillor Rob McKellar has served as the
elected council member for Weldon, Gretton
and Priors Hall since 2011, and has led the
Opposition Conservative Group for the past 2
years. After accepting
a job as Head of
Legal Practice at a
UK property law firm,
Cllr
McKellar
confirmed that he
would be stepping
down
from
the
Conservative Group
leadership but that
he will continue to serve as a backbench
councillor.
He said, "My new professional role will be an
incredibly demanding one requiring an
enormous amount of focus and commitment.
Something will have to give and it is only right
and proper that I take a step back from my
political duties rather than sacrificing the
service that I give to my constituents in
Weldon, Gretton and Priors Hall.
I have massively enjoyed my time spent as
Conservative Group Leader and I am incredibly
proud of the Group's record on shaping the
direction of Corby and its local authority."

The Corby Conservatives will hold a leadership
election during September, with the new
leader taking the reigns on Wednesday,
November 1st.
Cllr David Sims, has confirmed that he will be
staying on as the Group's Deputy Leader but
has ruled himself out of standing for the
leadership.
Cllr Sims said, "Rob and I have had a fantastic
working relationship during his tenure as
leader and during my leadership before that. I
am extremely sad to see him step down, but I
fully understand his reasons for doing so and I

absolutely support him in his decision. On
behalf of the whole Conservative Group I
would like to thank Rob for his tireless efforts
over the past 2 years.
I will be 100% behind the next leader every
step of the way and the Corby Conservatives
will continue to work together as a strong and
effective team, striving to deliver a 21st
century council for a 21st century Corby."
The Conservatives say that October will be a
month of transition
between the outgoing
leader and the new
leader elect.
Cllr McKellar said,
"The transition of
power from myself to
the new leader will be orderly and stable. I will
be conducting a full, thorough and detailed
handover with the leader elect and I will give
the new leader my unwavering support,
whoever he or she may be."
The Conservatives hold 5 seats on the council,
up from 4 after the last election.

The Conservative group consists of Cllr Rob
McKellar, Cllr David Sims, Cllr Bridget Watts,
Cllr Kevin Watt and Cllr Bob Rutt
Rob McKellar has been extremely active whilst
a councillor, including exposing the undervalue
Tesco land deal scandal in Corby by
demanding a copy of the undervalue
transactions register at the One Corby Policy
Committee, calling for Scottish expats in Corby
to have a vote in the Scottish Independence
Referendum, and successfully campaigning
against the Brookfield Waste Plant
development.
Rob McKellar together with Cllr Kevin Watt and
Cllr Bridget Watts battled against development
on Weldon Football Pitch. The initial
application was rejected, with the decision
later being overturned.

RAY JACKSON - AN ACTIVE CONSTITUENCY
Sep 2017

A few weeks ago, in this magazine I was
exploring the possibility of a new project for
Corby, groping for an aspirational idea
which would give us identity. The two I liked
most were the application of nuclear power
from one of the many mini-generators now
being designed or the building of a
conference centre to pull managerial
people to assess the benefits of setting up
business and testing our new road network
and at the same time providing quite a lot
of employment in the hospitality industry,
especially for our youngsters. So far the
response has been underwhelming, but I
live in hope.

It was at the CENCA Executive Meeting in
Raunds a couple of weeks ago amidst all
the good fellowship and all the Urban meets
Rural jokes, swapping news, sometimes
even political ones(!), that I and probably
others realised that we Conservatives are
having some real successes, doing things
which would not have been done but for us.
In his address Tom, our MP. reminded us of
the near completion of the Lake Shopping
Development, hard fought for and the pride
of many East Northants Conservatives who
fought hard for it over quite a long period of
time. We now have a modern shopping
complex which does not require you to
travel a long way and then park and walk
through a city centre. It is a shopping centre
which has attracted, and still does, national
retailers to display their goods in 2017
style. You need a lot of confidence to sell
your vision to bring such modernity into a
rural area. Remember how we nearly did it
with ‘WonderWorld’? With hindsight it is
easy to recognise that the growth in the
economy would need this sort of retail
expansion, but it is more difficult when all
you have is acres of bare fields.

As one who still
judges the success
of any project by
its
employment
p otential,
the
estimated
final
staffing need is
4000,
matching
our
current
unemployment
figure.

Ray Jackson

All one can say is ‘well done’ to those who
put so much effort into the project and to
Tom for giving it every support. It might well
be worthwhile taking a trip over one
Saturday to pick up the buzz and
excitement.
There is another project, this time in Corby,
which is modern, bright, highly efficient and
admired by those who work in it and the
many beneficiaries of its services. I write of
the Day Treatment Centre by the Lake in
Corby. It was well designed by medical
professionals working as a joint team over
quite a long period of time. Surprisingly it is
threatened by closure. You only need to
walk up to Reception to feel confidence that
you are going to get the best possible
treatment in pleasant surroundings by staff
who have the best and most modern
equipment at their fingertips. Gone are the
days when you used to hover in the
changing room in the X-ray Department, not
sure whether a second x-ray would be
needed.

The Day Treatment Centre relieves A&E in
Kettering of some of its pressure, besides
being more convenient for Corby people.
More important to my mind is that there are
still many at present unrecognised benefits
to come from the project.
Continued>>>>
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Like working up a warship, a well-motivated
crew can by practical experience get more
use out of all the new equipment than it
was ever designed for. We now see it as a
well-designed unit, embracing a lot of good
modern planning, based on experience.
Give the people now working in the
environment another couple of years and
they will make it really be first class in every
respect.
It is good that Tom has taken issue over the
closure. He understands the Byzantine
committee structures which manage the
Centre, part of which presumably has to
explain how so much money was allocated
to such a prestige project.

We’ll meet again
at Hangar One
Sywell
The Chairman of Northamptonshire County
Council, Councillor Dudley Hughes, invites
you to join him on
Sat. 25 November 2017 at 1900 hours
Welcome Drink on arrival to the music of the
Little Big Band
Dinner
Dancing to Tony Strudwick’s Orchestra
Music from Richard Deveraux
Raffle/Charities supported
Northamptonshire Mcmillan Cancer Care
Nene Valley Care Trust
USE POSTCODE - NN6 0BN
Tickets: £35 per person or
£250 for a table of 8
Available from www.ticket-monkey.com

Should Tom save it and the support and
goodwill expressed at the Exec means that
he probably will, it will be another
Conservative success.
Should he fail to save it, someone ought to
grab all the correspondence, committee
minutes and relevant papers to produce an
enthralling mystery thriller. In the meantime
keep your eye on this one. Who needs
projects when there is so much regular work
to be carried out?

Ray Jackson

THE NARCOTICS OF EUROPE HAS SEDUCED THE EDUCATED
TIM MARTIN - FOUNDER AND CHAIRMAN OF JD WETHERSPOON
Many academics, City folk and Londoners seem
oblivious to the yawning erosion of democracy at
the heart of the EU, which was the key issue for
many voters in the referendum.
With its five unelected presidents, MEPs who
cannot initiate legislation and a court that
overrides national parliaments, the EU flouts all
democratic norms.
In addition, following the creation of the euro and
the commitment to “ever-closer union”, the
democratic deficit has markedly deteriorated in
recent times.
In order to make the euro a viable currency, it
needs a government, and the absence of one in
Europe has led unelected officials to take charge
of interest rates and budgets, key levers of
democratic control, as Greece and other
countries have discovered to their chagrin.
The UK’s Electoral Reform Society, dedicated to
improving democracy, has written extensively
about the EU’s democratic shortfalls but its
recommendations have fallen on deaf ears.
Writing in the Financial Times, Lord Mandelson,
a self-described architect of the Remain
campaign, outlined how the decision was taken
to avoid questions on issues such as democracy
by “pivoting” to the economy, having lined up the
IMF, the OECD and the Treasury to support their
tenuous case.
This approach grossly underestimated public
intelligence and intuition, an unfortunate
characteristic of many elite Remainers. For most
people, it is paradoxical that the undemocratic
EU should often be depicted as virtuous and
enlightened, whereas its democratic opponents
should be deprecated as bigots and racists.
No one could seriously think that the slightly
hopeless and mild-mannered President Juncker,
or the affable and conciliatory President Tusk
have despotic or book-burning tendencies.
However, the danger for Europe is surely that its
lack of democracy and increasing centralisation
are creating the conditions for less benign
successors to fill the vacuum.
It is implicit in the arguments of Mandelson and
other Remain “architects” that the continuing
reduction of democracy from a vote to stay in the
EU was worth it for the economic benefits.

Most Leavers regard the economic benefits as
illusory but, even if correct, sacrificing democracy
for money is amoral and unethical.
Those familiar with the history of the last century
will understand that autocratic regimes and
philosophies have always tried to seduce the
public by promising economic improvements.
Despots do not seek power by promising war,
genocide and famine, even if they are common
by-products of their activities.
It is puzzling that strenuous arguments have to
be repeatedly deployed to defend democracy in
the 21st century, since its attractions appear so
self-evident. Great swathes of the world, which
were once ruled by diktat, now benefit from the
freedom and prosperity which derive from the
ballot box.
Paradoxically, as was the case a century ago in
Europe, it is the highly educated who are most
attracted to, and mesmerised by, radical
alternatives to democracy and visions of a new
world order.
It is true that the main proponents of the EU in
the UK have always been Oxbridge graduates,
mirroring their French counterparts, “les
énarques”. Many, like Tony Blair, Nick Clegg and
Lord Heseltine, believe with religious
intensity that rule by “supranational”
organisations, such as the EU, offers the best
future for humanity.
This vision was roundly rejected by the so-called
working-class voters of South Wales, the NorthEast of England and elsewhere, as well as by a
very substantial minority of graduates and other
elites throughout the land.
Despite its frustrations, democracy works and its
debates, trials and tribulations produce the best
results.
The EU is a source of the dangers of the
potentially cataclysmic effects of any reduction in
democracy
The powerful narcotic of the European ideology,
like many ideologies of yore, has been most
potent in its seduction of the educated and the
chattering classes.
Yet again, the country has been saved by the
workers.
This article first appeared in the London Evening Standard and
was reprinted in Wetherspoon’s Summer magazine.

Friday 20 October 2017
at WILANOW, Berrister
Place, Raunds, NN9 6JN
(by kind permission of Mr
and Mrs Richard Levell)
Organised by Raunds
Conservative Branch

CARTOON SNAIL RACE NIGHT AND FISH & CHIP SUPPER
AT CROWHILL COMMUNITY CENTRE

SATURDAY 14th October
7PM FOR 7.30 FIRST RACE
TICKETS £10.00p EACH
“BRING YOUR OWN DRINK”

“EVERYONE WELCOME”

FOR TICKETS CONTACT ALLAN:

07543 897507

Proceeds to Irthlingborough Conservative Party Funds

Emma McClarkin MEP
for the East Midlands
Sep 2017

Over a year ago, the United Kingdom
decided to leave the European Union
and take a step of self-confidence onto
the global market-place.This decision
gives the UK the opportunity to cement
and build on its reputation as a globally
engaged, trading nation, which will
continue to form strong commercial and
cultural relations with nations around
the world.
Despite what you might hear from the
cynics and naysayers, the UK is
cracking on with the job at hand. The
economy is continuing to prove resilient,
with the latest figures illustrating that
the manufacturing sector is
accelerating as output, orders and
employment pick up. At the same time,
growth is steady and unemployment is
at a record low.
Alongside the welcome economic news,
the Department for Exiting the
European Union is holding firm and
proving to be shrewd negotiators in
Brussels. The three position and five
future partnership papers published
over the summer set out the guiding
principles for the UK’s approach to
negotiations.
After the third round of negotiations, it
is vital that both sides work to find the
necessary compromises in the interests
of citizens and businesses on both
sides of the channel.And whilst much of

the focus is on the Government’s
negotiation with the EU, we must not
forget the vital work that is being
undertaken at the Department of
International Trade. With ministers
flying around the world, reaffirming
relations and establishing working
groups, I am confident that the UK
economy will not only remain resolute
but will continue to be a top destination
to trade with and invest in.
As the UK makes it clear that we have
been, that we are, and that we will
always be a strong and reliable partner,
there is a wealth of opportunities that
this globalised world offers businesses
across the East Midlands. To maximise
the benefits available, we must ensure
that information is readily available for
businesses who have the most to gain
from the re-strengthened position of the
UK post-Brexit.
First, both the UK and the EU must work
constructively and honestly together to
ensure that businesses are able to
navigate the new post-Brexit trading
relationship. Second, that businesses
are best placed to reap the rewards to
trade internationally when these
agreements enter into force.
Continued>>>>
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In order to increase trade, we must not
just rely on the ambition of our
businesses to engage, they must also
be equipped with knowledge and
resources to get their way through new
markets. It is the role of lawmakers and
politicians to make sure these are
available.
It is essential that we capitalise on free
trade to address a number of issues

that are of concern to our citizens and
to drive our economy forward.

An extraordinary video has surfaced showing
Diane Abbott claiming elections in the crisis-hit
country of Venezuela are cleaner and fairer
than those in Britain.
The shadow home secretary is seen talking to
the Venezuelan Solidarity Campaign in the clip
and speaking about democratic processes
around the world.
Ms Abbott, Labour MP for Hackney North and
Stoke Newington, also makes the remarkable
claim the Venezuelan system is better than
both the British and US systems.
More than a hundred people have died on the
streets of Venezuela as a result of an uprising
opposing President Nicolas Maduro's bid to
over-rule the constitution.
Talking in 2012 following an all-expenses-paid
£3,000 trip to the country where she
witnesses Hugo Chavez’s victory, Ms Abbott
said: 'I watched an election over there in
October and I cannot stress enough that
technically this a very clean and robust
election process.
'And it's actually less liable to fraud and
impersonation than the British election
process, which I know well because I've fought
five general elections.
'It's clearly a better system than the one the
Americans had in the 2000 elections remember that?
'It's a better process than they have there.'
MailOnline approached Ms Abbott for
comment, but nobody was immediately
available.

It comes as hero Defence Minister Tobias
Ellwood has told Jeremy Corbyn to phone his
'friend', Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro,
and tell him to stop the 'beatings and killings'
following the country's controversial elections.
Mr Ellwood, was praised for trying to save PC
Keith Palmer, who was stabbed to death
earlier this year in a terror attack outside
Parliament.
He called on the Labour leader to take direct
action. 'Corbyn & the Venez Pres are FRIENDS,'
he tweeted. 'Corbyn could CALL Maduro and
ask him to STOP the beatings & killings. But
he's SILENT.'
Mr Ellwood's intervention came as Mr Corbyn
continued to resist calls to criticise socialist
dictator Maduro after hundreds of political
opponents in Venezuela were attacked or
seized in a brutal crackdown.
Those opposed to Mr Maduro have vowed to
keep protesting after last month's election,
called to pick a new assembly which will
rewrite the country's constitution and
potentially give the president unlimited power.
Mr Corbyn, who idolised Venezuela's former
socialist leader Hugo Chavez, refused to
interrupt his holiday to speak out.
Ex-Royal Green Jackets officer Mr Ellwood, 50,
said: 'At the very moment when his
intervention could help, the Labour leader
chooses to sit on his hands.

The future is exciting and we must take
advantage of it.
Emma McClarkin
www.emmamcclarkin.com

(With acknowledgements to Mailonline)

CPF: Shaping Tomorrow –
Post-Election Conservative
grassroots renewal
Firstly, on behalf of the CPF Board, we want
to thank you again for all of your hard work
during the Election campaign. Overseen by
Christopher Fraser, as our Vice-Chairman at
the time, the CPF mobilised volunteers in
over 221 key seats – a great achievement.
Thank you also for your patience as we plan
the next few months running up to our
Conference activities and future policy work.
As the Prime Minister has signalled, the CPF
is playing a big role in the Party’s postelection renewal, and we are excited at the
opportunities that lie ahead and the priority
we have been given by the new Board.
The CPF has long argued for representation
at the highest levels of the Party. As our new
structure only allows for one vice-chairman,
we are delighted that Rob Semple OBE,
Chairman of the National Convention, has
asked Andrew Sharpe to take on the role of
our Vice-Chairman. Andrew sits on the Party
Board and will make sure that the voice of
the voluntary party is heard. We are
extremely grateful to Christopher Fraser OBE
for his years of outstanding service to the
CPF, and hope that he will continue to work
with us on the next chapter.
We are currently pulling together a work plan
for the run-up to Conference, reflecting the
new reality of the post-election Parliament.
It’s clear to us all that the recent election
highlighted the importance of both fresh
thinking and policy outreach to the voter

groups whose grievances were channelled by
other parties, without any viable policy offers.
As such, it is important that the CPF
discussion papers are in tune with the big
issues of our time. Having discussed this with
the team, we agree that there are two key
discussion papers we would like to publish in
the short-term. The first, on Conservative
Values, will be sent out shortly, and we will
aim to circulate a paper on Youth shortly
afterwards. We are very conscious that many
of you are still awaiting a government
response to our Cost of Living paper, which
we are assured by Ministers will arrive before
Conference in October.
At Conference itself, we will be involved in
the inaugural grassroots Conservative Ideas
Summit. As for Conference itself, we will be
unveiling our new 'Tomorrow's Champions'
panel of young policy Ambassadors on the
main stage representing social groups not
currently mobilised to our cause, and who will
take on the work of coordinating policy
streams within the Forum around their
specific areas of expertise/interest.
We will also host our usual Reception for
members, have a CPF debating slot on one of
the days, and our stand throughout the
event.
We hope you will agree that there is much to
look forward to. Thank you again for your
patience. We will be in touch next week with
our paper on Conservative Values, and look
forward to receiving your responses.
Kind regards,
George Freeman MP – Chairman

TOM PURSGLOVE
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR CORBY & EAST
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
PPS to the Secretary of State for International Trade and
President of the Board of Trade

I am conscious that there have been a lot of
misleading statements in the media
recently, mostly from Labour politicians,
regarding the Great Repeal Bill and what it
means. As it is currently being actively
debated in Parliament, I thought it would be
useful to clarify the aims of the Bill.
Officially known as the European Union
(Withdrawal) Bill, the Great Repeal Bill will
transfer European Union law, including the
case law of the European Court of Justice,
into UK law at the point of the UK’s
departure from the EU. This will make sure
that the UK has a functioning statute book
when it leaves the EU and it will provide the
maximum amount of certainty, control and
continuity. Thus, and as the Prime Minister
has stated is her aim, the Bill will minimise
disruption to businesses and individuals as
the UK leaves the EU.
The Bill is a necessary step in delivering on
the referendum result and it helps to
ensure the UK exits the EU with certainty,
continuity and control. Without it, the UK’s
statute book would contain huge gaps once
we left the EU, and there would also be
major uncertainty about the meaning of
many existing laws.
The Bill will also give Ministers in the UK
Government, and in the devolved
administrations, a temporary power to
make legal corrections to transposed EU
legislation. This will be time-limited to two
years after exit day. Parliament, or the
devolved legislatures, will also be able to

scrutinise any
statutory
instrument
made
under
this power. This power could only be used
to make corrections to transposed law; for
example, by removing references in
transposed EU law to the UK as a member
state of the EU, or references to EU
institutions which will no longer be
applicable. The Bill is not a vehicle for
major policy changes, or a "power grab" –
rather, it is a technical device that will
achieve three simple aims:
•

Repeal the European Communities
Act 1972, and in so doing, remove
the supremacy of EU law and return
control to the UK;

•

Convert EU law into UK law, giving
businesses continuity to operate in
the knowledge that nothing has
changed overnight, and providing
certainty that rights and obligations
will not be subject to sudden change;
and

•

Create the necessary temporary
powers to correct the laws that no
longer operate appropriately, so that
our legal system continues to
function outside the EU.

This rightly applies equally across all parts
of the UK, so that regardless of where
people live or businesses operate, the law
is clear.
Continued>>>>

Tom Pursglove, MP—continued>>>

The Bill will temporarily preserve the
consistency provided by EU rules in
operation for the UK, so that we can work
with the devolved administrations to ensure
that once we have left the EU, policy making
sits in the right place and closer to the
people than ever before. The Government is
clear - under this Bill, no decisions currently
made by the devolved administrations will
be taken away from them as we leave the
EU, and by the end of this process, we
expect there to be a significant increase in
the decision making power of the devolved
administrations.
Labour's position on this issue is all over the
place, yet they regularly talk of the
Government's being "chaos".

What is clear is that, without the provisions
of this Bill, huge gaping holes in the statute
book would indeed yield chaos at our point
of leaving the European Union, and that is
why every single Member of Parliament
should be voting for it, whatever their vision
of a post-Brexit United Kingdom. The
debates around the Repeal Bill will no doubt
rumble on, but I wanted to be absolutely
clear about what the Government's
intentions are, the rationale for them, and
the importance of getting this right.

Tom Pursglove, MP for Corby &
East Northamptonshire

JUNCKER WORKING HARD FOR BREXIT
European Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker
addressed the European
Parliament on 13 Sep 2017.

Despite the fact that the UK will
remain a member for another
1½ years, he thanked just 27 of
the 28 members of the EU.
He said: “On 29th March 2019
Britain will leave the EU; it will
be a sad and tragic moment.
We will always regret this, and
you will regret it quite soon.”
Juncker put forward his wish-list
for the EU: including plans for
closer defensive cooperation
leading to the creation of a
European army in the next
decade, compulsory Euro
membership for the remaining 8
European states outside the
bloc, for new countries to join
the Schengen zone, and easier
ratification of EU-wide trade
treaties with foreign powers.

Juncker also wants his pet idea
of merging his own post with
that of the President of the
European Council, who currently
represents the interests of its
member state governments,
saying it would be easier if “one
captain was steering the
ship.” Such a president would
be chosen in an EU-wide vote.
Most of the other delegates
stood to applaud but the British
contingent remained seated.
Nigel Farage told the floor: "The
message is very clear: Brexit
has happened, new steam
ahead… More Europe in every
single direction and all to be
done without the consent of the
people.” He continued, “The way
you are treating Hungary and
Poland already must remind
them of living under the Soviet
communists. All I can say is
thank God we’re leaving
because you’ve learned nothing
from Brexit."

He added that Juncker and his
colleagues were appointing
powerful unelected people in
positions of huge power
including “a finance minister
who intervenes when he feels it
necessary” and plans for “a
European army with a more
aggressive foreign policy.”
“And all this to be done without
the consent of the people.”
And not everyone applauded
Juncker’s statement.
Harald
Vilimsky MEP representing the
ENF group said: “The EU is not
Europe. John Claude Juncker
wants to force the European
Union to become a single state.
Yet we know that the EU is not a
success story. We have extraordinary levels of debt,
unemployment and social
instability.”
Juncker did not like being
criticised: He got up and left.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT
This is apart from the added
pressure of finding beds for
unaccompanied
asylum
seeking children.

Sep 2017

The
County
Council
continues to face severe
financial challenges and
having removed over £330
million from our budget since
2010 the prospect of having
to find another 10% in the
2018/19 budget means we
will have to stop many of the
services we all want to
continue.

I will update you further when
I am clear what we will have
to close or considerably
change.

Some better news is that we
applied for a Government
grant for a particular Highway
maintenance project and we were one of a
limited number of authorities being
awarded a grant. We were given £5million
to spend on structural repairs to the A605.
At the time we were applying I did suggest
to Cambridgeshire to apply for the same
road from our county boundaries through
to the A1 but they chose to apply for
another road which they felt was a higher
priority for them. The only difficulty is we
have to spend the money in this financial
year so there are repeated overnight and
weekend
road
closures
causing
complaints. However the structural work
should reduce on-going surface repairs for
the next few years.

Cllr Heather Smith

Regrettably there is nowhere else to take
money from so I have to warn everyone
that the next budget will contain a number
of cuts that are unpalatable to me so I am
sure it will be equally difficult for you all.
There has never been any recognition
from Government that we have never
been a high taxing authority sitting on
large reserves and unless there is
recognition of the national pressure on
both children's and adults social care that
will basically be all we will be able to
fund with only low investment in roads as
we have to present a balanced budget.
The 2% cap on Council tax increases adds
to the pressure.
Our situation is similar to other counties
throughout England so in September I will
be seeking an early meeting with ministers
along with other County leaders. Just a
simple example of the difficulties we are
facing - we had to contact 75
different places to find one foster care bed
for a looked after child and the costs of
any spare bed has escalated. We, along
with most other social care authorities
have more children in care than there has
ever been.

Closer working with health is now
more difficult as like us they are trying to
cut expenditure and this is having a knock
on impact on our costs so challenging
times ahead for everyone in the public
sector.
Heather
Cllr Mrs Heather Smith, Chartered MCIPD
Leader of the Council
Northamptonshire County Council

POLICE AND CRIME
COMMISSIONER
STEPHEN MOLD
Sep/Oct 2017
In my last article, I explained that we
had
just launched our
public
consultation on proposals that would
see the governance of the county’s Fire
and Rescue Service move from
Northamptonshire County Council to the
Office
of
Police
and
Crime
Commissioner.
Now, following a successful public
consultation, I have submitted the
business case to the Home Office, to
propose that the governance of
Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue
Service transfer from Northamptonshire
County Council to my Office.
If
accepted, this will create the
Northamptonshire Police, Fire and
Crime Commissioner.

This exciting development follows from
an eight week public consultation in
which 1,212 people shared their views
on the proposed change. The
consultation sought opinions from

people from across the county,
including fire service employees, police
personnel,
and
staff
from
Northamptonshire County Council.
The results of the consultation showed
that overall 60.8 percent agreed with
the proposal for the Commissioner to
govern the fire service, 31.7 percent
disagreed and 7.5 percent neither
agreed nor disagreed. Fire service
employees were significantly in favour
of the change with 92 percent agreeing
to the transfer. If the Home Office
accepts the business case the change
of governance would come in to effect
from April 2018.
I am very happy with the outcome of the
consultation and I’m confident this
proposed change in governance is in
the best interests of everyone in
Northamptonshire. I’m particularly
pleased that people working for
Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue
Service can see the benefits of the
transfer,
with
92
percent
of
respondents wanting to see the change
occur.
The governance role is not operational,
and the day to day running of the Fire
and Rescue Service remains with the
Chief Fire Officer.

Stephen Mold— continued>>>

My role is to provide a strong voice for
our local communities, holding the
Chief Fire Officer to account, and
ensuring the public get an effective and
efficient service that responds to our
county’s needs. The fire service in
Northamptonshire has faced significant
funding cuts for a number of years. It’s
my ambition to increase investment in
the service, particularly in the frontline.
If the business case is accepted then
we can begin the journey to make this a
reality, and help make Northamptonshire safer.
Having a single governance model is a
sensible proposal. Northamptonshire
Police and the Northamptonshire Fire
and Rescue Service already work
collaboratively and have led the way
nationally on joint working – sharing
buildings, vehicles and having joint
operational teams. There is scope for
developing more aligned strategic plans
and increasing this collaboration
further. We would look at opportunities
for joint attendance at incidents,
providing joint crime and fire prevention
advice, sharing more buildings and
support functions, and having joint
procurement. This provides us with a
real to opportunity make efficiency
savings and use those funds to reinvest
back into frontline services
Under the new proposals, both
organisations would remain separate
and keep their separate uniforms, and
carry on delivering separate skills.

The Chief Constable and Chief Fire
Officer
would
continue
to
be
operationally independent and solely
responsible for the day-to-day running
of their own specific service and their
budgets would remain separate.
The fire service budget is currently part
of Northamptonshire County Council’s
budget. Under the new proposals the
budget would be ring-fenced and
collected as part of each household’s
council tax, in line with current
arrangements. However, the Fire and
Rescue Service precept would be shown
separately from the total council tax –
as the police precept currently is –
which ensures transparency for tax
payers. The Police, Fire and Crime
Commissioner would then allocate a
budget to the Chief Fire Officer to run
the organisation, as he currently does
for the Police and Chief Constable.
We are expecting a decision from the
Home Office in the late autumn and I
will of course keep you updated on how
this exciting proposal develops.
As ever, I am always happy to provide
any help or assistance and can be
contacted at:
Commissioner@northantspcc.pnn.police.uk

Stephen Mold

Police and Crime Commissioner for
Northamptonshire

If you are in Corby shopping and looking for somewhere to eat why not try the Conservative
Club. Lunchtime snacks available from Wednesday to Sunday for under £7.
Non-members welcome. Phone 01536 203711 for details.

THE MISERABLE OLD GIT - ‘DIFFICULT TIMES AHEAD’
Hello everyone,
We have had a great summer of
weather, with the exception of some of
August, and I understand that there
should be somewhat of an Indian
Summer to come! We will need it…..
There are storm clouds gathering……..
Firstly the Labour Party are grouping to
possibly unseat our Prime Minister in
the coming months. This could prove
possible given the low majority we have
in the house due to the unfortunate
calling of the last election - but we
have already dealt with that !
Secondly Brexit. I am concerned that
we seem not to be taking these
negotiations seriously. Our chief
negotiator reminds me of the time
when as a young boy I was able to put
an old penny into a machine at a seaside
resort and press a button then to be
amused by a ‘laughing Policeman’ or the
like. Mr. Davis seems to be grinning
his way around Europe in the vain hope
that the negotiators for the other side
- and that’s the way we are treating
them - will join in the fun and let us get
away with what we want.
I can assure Mr. Davis that the
Europeans are not to be taken lightly

and we would be better
to have started to treat
them as friends and
colleagues long before
we set foot around a negotiating table.
Personally, I believe that the Country
would have been better served with an
all-party negotiation team which has
the views of the whole spectrum from
right to left in Parliamentary terms.
Thirdly, we have to address the unease
of the populace with the ever-greedy
fat cats in Industry. I notice that Mrs.
May is trying to address this even now
because she knows that with almost 20
per cent of the UK population on, near,
or under the poverty line unease with
these huge pay deals for these so
called ‘Captains of Industry’ will ignite
rage going forward. We have ourselves
to blame for this because it was the
Eighties years of plenty presided over
by a Conservative Government which
fuelled the greed not only amongst
these captains, but also gave rise to an
expectation that there was and should
be plenty for all of us. This theory is
further exacerbated by the Labour
Party doctrine that somewhere there is
a Money Tree.

When someone finds it - let me know
and I will gather fruit….

MOG

MOG is not a member of our Association and his comments are obviously his own opinion which do not
necessarily reflect the views of our members, Association or its management.

Copy for the next issue
must be received by 10th
November please.
Contributions and letters
from members are
welcome but some
editing may be necessary
by the editor.
You can email the editor,
Ray Boyd at
ray.boyd@talktalk.net
All emails will be
acknowledged.

POLITICAL LIFE
Our magazine is
available as a small
printed booklet. For
some time now issues
have also been made
available in a format
suitable for reading
on ipads and this
version is emailed to
members.
A copy of the last few
magazines is also
available on our
website at
www.cenca.co.uk
Printed circulation is
restricted to
Conservative Party
members.
Non-members who
would like to receive
our magazine
regularly will need to
join the Association.
Please contact Ann at
our office by email at
office@cenca.co.uk or
telephone 01536
200255.
Our address is
CENCA, Cottingham
Road, Corby,
NN17 1SZ

